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Intergovernmental network and 
data infrastructure

Provides anyone, anywhere,  
free and open access to data 
about all types of life on Earth

Voluntary collaboration
through Memorandum of 
Understanding

Participant nodes, Secretariat
in Copenhagen, DK 

WHAT IS GBIF?

https://www.gbif.org/

https://www.gbif.org/fr/


A WINDOW ON EVIDENCE ABOUT WHERE SPECIES HAVE LIVED, AND WHEN

https://www.gbif.org/occurrence/search

• Digitized specimens
• Observations/surveys

• Literature

• Satellite tracking

• Environmental DNA

• Common standards 
(DwC)

• Data publishing and 
indexing

• Data discovery and use

https://www.gbif.org/zh/occurrence/search


A DATA RESOURCE TO SUPPORT RESEARCH AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Conservation

- Protected areas

- Threatened species

- Invasive species risk

Food Security

- Crop wild relatives

- In situ, ex situ
conservation of genetic
diversity

- Fisheries planning

Climate change

- Modelling impacts on 
species ranges

- Adaptation strategies

- Mitigation benefits, risks

Human health

- Disease risk based on 
occurrence of vectors, 
hosts, reservoirs

- Medicinal plants

- Hazards e.g. snakebite

https://www.gbif.org/science-review

https://www.gbif.org/science-review


PROVIDING DATA TO TRACK GLOBAL COMMITMENTS



GBIF PARTICIPATION IN ASIAHE GBIF NETWORK

https://www.gbif.org/the-gbif-network/asia

• Data publishers per country

https://www.gbif.org/the-gbif-network/asia


GROWTH OF DATA FROM ASIA IN GBIF

https://www.gbif.org/analytics/region/ASIA

https://www.gbif.org/analytics/region/ASIA


DATA ON INDIA’S BIODIVERSITY

https://www.gbif.org/country/IN/summary

https://www.gbif.org/country/IN/summary


DATA USE IN PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS Year-to-date, 30 Sept 2021

https://www.gbif.org/resource/search?contentType=literature&literatureType=journal&relevance=GBIF_USED&peerReview=true
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Peer-reviewed uses by region

2021 2020

Year-to-date 2021 total 2020 total 2020 rank

1 United States 245 268 1

2 China 159 168 2

3 Brazil 102 123 3

4 Germany 97 85 6

5 Mexico 94 93 5

5 United Kingdom 94 109 4

7 Spain 70 77 7

8 Australia 54 56 9

9 France 50 53 10

10 Canada 47 64 8

Peer-reviewed uses by country



DATA DOWNLOAD REQUESTS Year-to-date, 30 Sept 2021
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Download requests 
by country, island or territory

Year-to-date 2021 2020 total 2020 rank

1 China 32,414 26,785 2

2 United States 24,552 29,392 1

3 Mexico 16,352 24,123 3

4 Brazil 13,669 16,274 4

5 Colombia 12,597 13,501 5

6 United Kingdom 8,803 9,610 7 

7 Spain 7,400 8,981 8

8 Netherlands 4,431 2,215 21

9 Norway 4,111 1,691 24

10 Canada 3,833 5,316 11

OTHER COUNTRIES + AREAS 59,162 72,153

TOTAL 193,619 224,402 187
countries, islands & 
territories where 
users have requested 
downloads (+5)



GBIF DEVELOPMENT AREA – DATA DERIVED FROM DNA SEQUENCING

https://www.gbif.org/news/6Kc735P6jWueKIw3WIdoYP/new-guide-published-on-sharing-dna-derived-occurrence-data

https://www.gbif.org/news/6Kc735P6jWueKIw3WIdoYP/new-guide-published-on-sharing-dna-derived-occurrence-data


GBIF DEVELOPMENT AREA : HOSTED PORTALS FOR PARTICIPANT NODESHARING INFRASTRUCTURE 
FOR BIODIVERSITY DATA PLATFORMS

https://www.gbif.org/news/6RG9WSU3knIxyhcDUBQTJY/first-five-hosted-portals-emerge-from-gbif-pilot-programme

https://www.gbif.org/news/6RG9WSU3knIxyhcDUBQTJY/first-five-hosted-portals-emerge-from-gbif-pilot-programme


THANK YOU!
thirsch@gbif.org

mailto:thirsch@gbif.org


APPLYING MOBILIZED DATA IN RESEARCHDDRESSING POLICY NEEDS THROUGH DATA MOBILIZATION

https://www.gbif.org/project/3PMwZjKycuPnEo5FUDY99S/deploying-acoustic-data-to-fill-gaps-in-bat-biodiversity-information-for-southeast-asia

https://www.gbif.org/project/3PMwZjKycuPnEo5FUDY99S/deploying-acoustic-data-to-fill-gaps-in-bat-biodiversity-information-for-southeast-asia
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